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Dear Claudine,

THREE months ago I
was a passenger in my
friend’s car. We were
stopped at traffic lights
when another driver
drove into the back of
her car. There was very
little damage done to the
cars and both drivers
exchanged insurance
details.

My friend and I were
both wearing our
seatbelts. A few days
after the accident I
started experiencing pain
in my neck and lower
back. I went to my GP
and he prescribed pain
killer tablets.

The pain is still
ongoing and my GP has
now recommended that I
attend a physiotherapist.
I have never been
involved in any previous
accident and would
appreciate your advice as
to whether I have a
claim.

Thank you,
Robert

Dear Robert,

Thank you very much for
your email. I can only
appreciate the significant
impact this accident has
had on your health and
well-being and I sincerely
hope that in time you will
go on to make a full
recovery. From your
letter, it certainly appears
that you have a claim for
personal injuries.

Generally, you have
only two years from the
date of the accident within
which to make a claim
though this may extended.
All personal injury claims
must be submitted to the
Injuries Board. There is
an application form which
can be downloaded from
the Injuries Board website.

You are required to
insert your name and
contact details together
with the name, contact
details, car registration
numbers of the drivers and
a brief summary as to how
the accident occurred.

A medical report will
have to be obtained from
your GP specifically
detailing your injuries.
The completed application
form together with the
medical report prepared by
your GP and the
application fee of €50
should be sent to the
Injuries Board.

Your claim will be
against both drivers known
as the respondents, as
liability for the accident
has not yet been
determined against the
other driver only and it is
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prudent to name both
drivers in case the other
driver denies liability
and/or alleges that your
friend contributed to the
accident.

The board may also
require you to attend for a
medical examination in
order to assess your
injuries. Generally, the
Injuries Board will make
an assessment of
compensation within nine
months of the date it
receives the respondents
consent. The board also
calculates the amount of
out-of-pocket expenses
incurred by you such as
GP expenses, prescription
fees, physiotherapy
expenses and/or any loss
of earnings incurred.

The Injuries Board may
decide not to assess your
case if they believe that it
would be inappropriate to
do so due to the
complexity of the issues
involved. The respondents
and/or you may also object
to the board assessing the
case and in such
circumstances, the board
may issue an authorisation
allowing you to proceed
with your claim through
the courts.

Legal proceedings must
be issued within six
months of the date of the
issue of the authorisation
or within one year from
the date of the accident. I
can clarify anything
further for you, then please
do not hesitate to contact
me.

With every good wish,
Claudine

To write to Claudine email
claudine@hanratty.ie
or write a letter to
Claudine Hanratty,
1 Main Street, Tallaght,
Dublin 24.

If you would like
to arrange a consultation
with Claudine call 414
1782.

NOTE: Claudine
Hanratty and
Claudine Hanratty and
Co., Solicitors and The
Echo, accept no liability
for the publication of this
column and in all
circumstances readers
should obtain legal advice
independently.

By Patrick McCarry

STUDENTS and local
business leaders were
joined by Mayor Mick
Duff at the Big Picture on
Thursday for the launch of
Think Local 2010.

The South  Dublin
County Development
Board initiative, which is
supported by South Dublin
Chamber, intends to create
and develop community
awareness of the
advantages and benefits of
supporting local business
and community facilities.

Mayor Duff and his
Labour party colleague,
Councillor Eamon Tuffy
said Think Local will
promote and  sustain
community vitality.

The campaign is urging
people in the area to use
local business and services
and encourages companies
to get involved by offering
discounts to customers.

CllIr Tuffy said: “Think
Local can help and work
against the tide of job loss
and retain jobs for today
and lay the foundation for
the jobs of tomorrow.
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Pledging support

to local business

Mayor Duff backs Think Local campaign for South Dublin

SUSTAINING COMMUNITY: Ian Cleary (Old Bawn Community School), Clir Eamon Tuffy)
(Chairman, South Dublin County Development Board), Sherri Brennan (owner of Skip Trans Ltd),
Mayor Mick Duff and Tara Perry (Old Bawn Community School) at the launch of Think Local 2010

“One business lost is one
too many and one job lost
is one too many.”

The website
www.thinklocal.ie was also
launched and will list the
businesses and people
supporting the campaign.

Users will also be alerted
to all the latest discounts in

the area.

Mayor Duff said: “The
people of South Dublin
County are tough and
innovative and I believe
together we can weather
any challenge, regardless
of how great.”

Speaking to the
assembly, transition year

students from Old Bawn
Community School, Tara
Perry and Ian Cleary,
called on people to make
an investment on the place
where they lived.

They encouraged young
and old to use the new
facilities such as Red Rua
Arts  Centre, Tallaght

Stadium, the parks and
libraries.

Mayor Duff called on
everybody living and
working in South County
Dublin to pledge their
support to the campaign.
For more information on
the initiative log onto
www.thinklocal.ie.

Energy-smart
city envisioned

DUBLIN is on track to
becoming one of Europe’s
first energy-smart cities
according to Lord Mayor
Emer Costello.

The Labour councillor
made the claim in a special
video message for the EU’s
Covenant of  Mayors
ceremony — which took
place in Brussels on
Tuesday.

Lord Mayor Costello
outlined how Dublin is
leading the way with
projects such as the world’s
first carbon neutral
convention centre (at the
Docklands), a sustainable
urban park (Fr Collins Park)
and a clustering scheme for
homeowners  to  join
together to retrofit their
houses.

In 2009 Dublin city
signed up to the Covenant
of Mayors, which is a
commitment by towns and
cities to go beyond the
European Union targets for
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a reduction in carbon
emissions.

Dublin city is already
working with its energy
agency Codema to achieve
a reduction of 33 per cent
by 2020.

Lord Mayor Costello
said: “We are extremely
proud of our involvement in
the Covenant of Mayors
and of our solid
commitment to make
Dublin an energy-smart city
over the next 10 to 20 years.

“Our long-term vision for
the city is one of smart
buildings complemented by
smart behaviour.”

Codema director Gerry
Wardell said the retrofitting
of the Dublin housing
market presents one of the
biggest opportunities for
CO2 reduction in the capital
and represents an energy
saving of €1 billion.
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& SANDYFORD BY APPOINTMENT

All Accident Claims*

Road Traffic Accidents*

Accidents at Work*
Family Law*
Wills / Probate

Sales / Purchases / Re-mortages / Transfers
Landlord and Tenant
Employment Law
Debt Collection
Medical Negligence*

Opening Hours:

MNox: 9.006.20

Thars: 9.09-7.39 AL 800620

Call: 01 4141782

Moes: 8.00-7.30

Wed 5.00-630
Sat

by appointment
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Hire ¥ Sales ¥ Repar

¥ Floor Sanders ¢ Mini Diggers
#Tile Cutters ¥ Mini Dumpers
¥ Hedge Cutters ¢ Wackers

¥ Lawnmowers ¥ Generators

¥ Strimmers ¥ Breakers

SKIP HIRE -

Let us do the dirty work for you
WE CAN LOAD AND TAKE AWAY

ARGOS
SKIP HIRE Wializing in Acers, Hedging m
TEL: 087 676 4714 Year Round Colour.
Northside: 8424662 Quialified horticulturists available to
Southside: 4920999 give advice.
West: 6200 444
OPENING OFFER

Registered Permit Holder 10% off all plant tati f
Mini 920 b off all plants on presentation o

- this ad.
Midi 130

Std 190 Kiltippper Rd, Tallaght
Grab hire available ‘ Phone 4515667 A




